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10.30

11.00
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11.40

12.40

12.45

14.00

14.10

15.15

16.00

Programme for the day
Coffee or Tea on arrival
Meeting for Worship
Testimony
Quaker Outreach in Yorkshire
Under 19s Co-ordinating Group
Activities during 2008:
Junior Holidays, Holiday School, Link Group
Notices

Lunch (bring your own, drinks provided)

Nominations (if needed)

Jonathan Darling will lead our discussion

Peter Coltman and Edwina Beier will speak

Tea and departures

We thank Leeds Friends for their hospitality and for
all the arrangements for the day

Children will be cared for by Carlton Hill Friends if you let
Bridget Robson (bridget@cooptel.net or 0113 262 6210)
know by 7" January. We welcome children and young
people to all or any part of our sessions.




Name badges: There will be sticky labels for you to
write your name on — but if you already have a nhame
badge, please bring it — and remember to wear it!

City of Sanctuary is a movement to build a culture of
hospitality for people seeking sanctuary in the UK. The
goal is to create a network of towns and cities
throughout the country which are proud to be places of
safety, and which include people seeking sanctuary
fully in the life of their communities. The movement
began in 2005 in Sheffield. In September 2007, with the
support of the City Council and over 70 local community
organisations, Sheffield became the UK'’s first official
‘City of Sanctuary’. There is now a growing number of
City of Sanctuary working groups in towns and cities
around the UK. Funding has been received from the
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust and Sheffield
Quakers have been very supportive.

Jonathan Darling has been involved with the
movement since October 2006. Whilst researching into
Sheffield’s response to asylum seekers and refugees
as part of a PhD, he joined the City of Sanctuary
committee both to advise on their approach to issues of
‘hospitality’ and to study the movement itself.

Leeds concern for refugees and asylum seekers

Our speakers will be: Peter Coltman, who is the
Treasurer and a Trustee of "SOLACE - Surviving
Persecution and Exile," a charity which provides a
counselling, psychotherapy and advocacy service for
refugees and asylum seekers; and Edwina Beier , a
volunteer with PAFRAS (Positive Action for Refugees
and Asylum Seekers). PAFRAS runs a drop-in centre
providing hot food, food parcels etc and also maintains
a legal clinic.




Arthur Pritchard writes: Alastair Heron’s classic work on
Quaker terminology Quaker Speak has been thoroughly
revised by Quaker Outreach in Yorkshire and is now in its
fourth edition. You can buy it at the January meeting, price
£3. Copies are also obtainable at £3.50 including p+p
from: Chris Petrie, 2 Tillman Close, Settle, BD24 9 RA.
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April 25: am: The work of The Retreat, York
pm: Reports from Bootham & The Mount
venue: all day at Bootham Junior School.

July: no QIY meeting.

Do come to Yearly Meeting Gathering (YMG) instead.
25 July — 2 August. Venue: the University of York.
Residents and day visitors welcomed. Booking forms
and full details are now available in your meeting or via
the website www.ymg.org.uk.

Volunteer help at YMG is welcomed: either contact Ros
Batchelor (rosbatchelor@ntlworld.com or 01904 624
216 ) or fill in a YMG yellow form, available in your
meeting.

October 17: Hull Quaker Meeting House. Details later.
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Have you passed on details of any changes of officers
to all who would find this information useful even before
the new List of Members is printed? Your QIY clerks
would be very glad to have updated email and
telephone details of all 2009 LM and AM clerks so as to
ensure that minutes reach the right people. Please give
us the information today or contact us afterwards:
David Olver david@olver.plus.com

Barbara Windle bwindle@waitrose.com
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Gene Stoltzius, founder-director of the Christian
Peacemaker Teams from 1988 — 2004, will speak at Hull
Meeting House on the evening of 29 January.

Gene was a CO with International Voluntary Service in
Vietnam from 1963-68. He has spent time in Iraq during
the 1991 Gulf War and again in 2003. He speaks from
extensive personal experience of non-violent intervention
in high conflict situations.

Geoff Tansey of Hebden Bridge Meeting was our QIY
keynote speaker in April 2006. Geoff has worked in food,
agriculture and development issues since the 1970s but in
recent years has concentrated on the impact that
changing global rules on patents and intellectual property
are having on biodiversity, health, development and food.

This campaigning work was the reason for his success in
gaining the Derek Cooper Award for best food
campaigner/educator in the Guardian Food and Farming
Awards, announced on the BBC’s Food Programme in
November. On the shortlist Geoff was competing against
formidable and well resourced alternatives - the Soil
Association and the Guardian’s own writer on consumer
affairs, Felicity Lawrence. Congratulations, Geoff!



Quakers in Yorkshire is a pan-Yorkshire body covering
seven Area Meetings. In addition to running quarterly
meetings covering the work and witness of Quakers, it
acts as an umbrella body for Quaker Outreach in
Yorkshire and activities for under 19's (Junior Holidays,
Holiday School, Link Group). It is ultimately responsible
for the two York Schools, Bootham and The Mount.
These operate independently but Quakers in Yorkshire
appoints the majority of their committee members
(governors). QlY also appoints some Breckenbrough
School governors and committee members to
Glenthorne Quaker Guest House, Grasmere.

If you, or anyone you know, is interested in becoming
involved with any of these bodies, please contact one
of the Clerks.

/ 0

Eva Pinthus reports that Romany issues were discussed
at a recent meeting of the Council. The issue was
introduced by a Friend, Robin Fishpool. The Council felt
that more needs to be done to minister to the large
number of Romanies and Travellers in Yorkshire.*

The Council is actively supporting the City of Sanctuary
project in Bradford and is going to initiate a programme
on debt, ethics and financial inclusion.

*Further to this comment, Friends may recall that
Quakers played a major part in setting up the York
Travellers Trust (YTT) to support and empower
Romanies/Gypsies/Travellers — they self-identify in
several ways — and that the Trust has only been able to
continue thanks to Quaker generosity. This has come via
supportive individuals and meetings and through the
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust. YTT, in common with
other charities, is now in a seriously weakened financial
position. Barbara Windle can provide more information.



Have you thought of offering service on the Network?

This is a good way for Friends who are not available for
central work to make a contribution at whatever level
suits them.

The first task with which Networkers were asked to help
was simply to fill in a questionnaire about the structures
used for eldership and oversight in their Local and Area
Meeting — no need to go to London or sit through a
committee to participate in that! The results provided
useful current information for those preparing the
revised handbook ‘Patterns of Eldership and Oversight'.

At the other end of the scale, Friends have been asked
to help support a meeting in difficulties, perhaps where
a particular relationship has broken down and has
caused long-lasting stress among members.

In between the two come all sorts of other requests that
go to individuals with particular expertise or experience,
from reading a manuscript so as to advise about
considering it for Quaker publication to giving telephone
mentoring and reassurance to someone taking up
service as a clerk or treasurer for the first time.

It's early days for the Network but it is already proving a
valuable resource and is engaging Friends who have
not previously undertaken service outside their own
area or region. Could you help?

Contact the Supporting Meetings Officer, Michael
Booth. Write to him at Friends House: telephone 020
7663 1023 or email michaelsb@quaker.org.uk.




Directions to Oxford Place Methodist Centre

Leeds free bus service connects the Headrow with both bus and rail
stations and runs every few minutes. Do use it. If this map is too
small for your use, please contact Metroconnect for a larger version.



